The Divorce Suit

Mr* J* K X. OUrien, was unanimously passed " that, acting
under an imperative sense of duty to our country, we, the
undersigned, being an absolute majority of the whole number
of the Irish Parliamentary party, declare that Mr. ParneUrs
term of chairmanship of this party is hereby terminated/*
The O'Gorman Mahon, the hoary old ruffian who had intro-
duced O'Shea into the Irish party, was not present at these
proceedings, but he wrote to say that he, too, was a Seceder*
The Sardonic Dramatist could not resist that comic touch*
A few weeks later the O'Gorman Mahon died* Sir Edward
Clarke, commenting to Mr* David Plunket on these scenes,
said, referring to the divorce suit: " I knew I was throwing
a bomb into the Irish camp, but I did not know it would do
so much mischief*" " Ah," said he, " you didn't know that
when it burst they would pick up the pieces, and cut each
other's throats with them*"

X

Mr. Healy had said in his speech that he would not shirk
telling the Irish people, broadly and openly, the real issues
in the matter* He kept his word, but it would have been
better for him had he broken it* " If you, sir," he said to
Parnell, " should go down, you are only one man gone*"
And that was true, but he did not say, as he should have said,
that Parnell was the only man, that, when he went, no one
was left*1

1 The material for this chapter has been taken from the Freeman's
Journal, December 5,1890; the Belfast Evening Telegraph, December 8,
1890; and United Ireland, December 13,1890*
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